
The Lilac Bloomsday 
Run  (1977-2015)





Seeds of the Running Boom



Mayor David Rodgers







Bloomsday Numbers (1977-1991)
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Largest U.S. Road Races (1-10)

1. AJC-Peachtree Road Race
2. Lilac Bloomsday Run
3. Dick’s-Bolder Boulder
4. ING-New York City Marathon
5. B of A-Chicago Marathon
6. Cooper River Bridge Run
7. OneAmerica 500 Festival Half-Marathon
8. EIF Revlon Run for Women
9. Ukrop’s Monument Avenue
10. Blue Cross Broad Street Run



Bloomsday Structure

Board
(10)

RD

Committee Heads
(70)

Volunteers
(5,000)



Bloomsday Mission
To promote national and 

international sports competition 
and fitness education for the civic 
betterment, social improvement, 
and physical well-being of the 

general public.



Finishers per Division
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Geographical Breakdown
(2009 Entrants)
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Economic Impact

• 2004 Study
• Gonzaga University

• Updated for 2015 numbers
• Nearly $13 million



Recent enhancements

• Chip timing
• Improved starting procedure

• Dramatic finish area
• On-course entertainment (& voting)

• Post-race celebration



Why didn’t you do 
Bloomsday?

I forgot…



Bloomsday Advertising (2009)
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Print-Nat'l
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Social Media





I love it when a plan comes 
together. 

–Hannibal Smith, the A-Team
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