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Good evening. On behalf of the state of Washington | would like to thank you Consul General
Omura (O-mur-uh) for your generous hospitality in hosting this evening of fine dining and
extraordinary company here in your home.

I would also like to extend our most sincere welcome to Eikei (AK) Suzuki, the governor of the
Mie (ME-UH) Prefecture. Governor Suzuki, you have picked a wonderful time to visit our state.
I hope you have a chance to see some of our natural and man-made wonders during your visit
with us. It is a high honor to have you here and we would welcome you back to visit the state of
Washington at any time. And if you will remember to bring the wonderful Iga beef I will
remember to bring the wonderful Washington wine to compliment it.

| have been to Japan but not yet to the Mie Prefecture. | would like to see it sometime, as |
understand that it boasts some of the same features that we so much enjoy in Washington — high
mountains, stunning coastlines and bright blue waters that yield an abundance of seafood. We
also share some of the same interests in high tech and it is my hope that by signing the
Memorandum of Understanding tonight we can facilitate a stronger partnership with the high-
tech industry here as well as an expansion of trade in other areas too.

Japan as a nation is an extremely important trading partner with the state of Washington and it is
agreements such as the one signed tonight that serve to affirm that we will be close for many
years to come.

To Governor Suzuki, please enjoy your visit to our great state of Washington and share our
warmest greetings with the good people of the Mie Prefecture.

Now let me propose a toast to our new friend Governor Suzuki and the good people of Mie
Prefecture:

Let me raise a glass to our great relationship as trading partners, to our visions of an exciting and
prosperous future and very importantly, to a friendship that continues to be meaningful and long
lasting.



